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ABSTRACT 

Ceropegia bhutan'.ca , a new species from Bhutan is presented in this paper. 


In Eastern Himalayas, the genus Ceropegia 
(Asclepiadaceae) seems to be well differentiated, 
ana such species as C. ugeni C. E. C. Fischer (1940), 
C. dorjei C. E. C. Fischer (1940), and C. ludlowii 
H. Huber (1957) have already been described from 
Bhutan. On the occasion of the third botanical 
trip to Eastern Himalaya organized by the Uni- 
.versity of Tokyo in 1967, we have collected a flower¬ 
ing plant of Ceropegia in the Thimphu Valley 
(Wong Chu) of Bhutan, and it belongs to another 
new species of the section Oreopegia as described 
below. 

Ceropegia (§ Oreopegia) bhutanica Hara, sp. nov. 

(Text fig. 1) 

Caulis volubilis in parte superiore subbifariam 
pilosus. Folia ovata vel oblongo-ovata apice longe 



Text fig. 1: Ceropegia bhutanica Hara 
a. Flower X3. b. Corona XlO. 


acuminata basi rotundato-cuneata 4-9 cm longa 
11-37 mm lata membranacea supra praesertim ad 
marginem pilosa infra ni costa media tantum pilosa ; 


petioli 3-11 mm longi hispido-pilosi. Cymae 1-4- 
florae; pedunculus brevis unifariam pilosus; pedi- 
ceiii graciies 4-9 mm longi parce unifariam piiosi; 
bracteolae lineares glabrae. Calycis lobi lineari- 
lanceolati apice- subulato-attenuati 4-6 mm longi 
glabri. Corollae ca. 22-26 mm longae; tubus 13-18 
mm longus, in parte - inferiore 'value inflatus 6-7 
mm in diametro griseus, in collo anguste constric- 
tus, glaber intus ad fauce annulariter hirsutus, 
pilis ad 1.5 mm longis ; lobi lineares ca. 8 mm- longi 
arcuato-incurvi apice connati, intus dense hirsuti 
atro-purpurei, basi dilatati in sinubus inter lobos 
.auriculati. Coronae lobi exteriores breves, bilobi, 
lobulis ovatis, dense hirsuti; lobi interiores spathu- 
lato-lineares erecti gynostegio multo superantes. 3 
mm longi piiosi. 

Bhutan : Near Nimchling (alt. 2300 m), between 
Thimphu and Tanalum Bridge (H. Kanai, G. 
Mttrata, H. Ohashi, O. Tanaka & T. Yamazaki, No. 
318, June 1, 1967—type in TI). 

This new species is allied to C. ugeni and C. 
ludlowii, but is characteristic in having fewer- 
flowered cymes, strongly inflated corolla-tube which 
is narrowly constricted at the neck, and linear 
corolla-lobes which are densely hirsute inside and 
are auriculate at the sinus between lobes. C. ugeni 
has many-flowered cymes, and glabrous corolla- 
lobes, and C. ludlowii clearly differs from the new 
species in the shape of tube and lobes of corollae. 

This paper is prepared in commemoration of 
Rev. Fr. Dr. H. Santapau who-has made a great 
contribution to the development of Indian botany 
for many years, and has been interested in the 
Asclepiadaceae (1963). 
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